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These may be the only photographic records of Longlamdséand are kindly provided byruth
Nettleton, Chair of the Ossett Historical Society ¢  { Sy Ay GKS SINI@KYAR MdTJ
became available only after publication of this History.
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If you have any observationgorrections or photographs of Longlands
please contact Alan Howe oalan-howe@lineone.netor by post to 9 Haggs
Hill Road, Ossett, West Yorkshire, WF5 ONS
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Arecentsketchof Longlands Houdey Douglas Brammar whidte was kind enough to make
available to me irarly 2016 after the publication of this historyntlude it on this pageon the
same page athe only photograph | have seen of Longlandbuseto allow the reader to compare
Dougla& amazing photographic memory and artistic ability with the real thingglasthad not
seen thephotograph andsince Longlands was demolished in the earlyOI®Bi¥ must be at least 40
years since he sawonglands Hous&uite remarkable.
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THE HISTORY OBNGLANDS HAKITHE HAIGH FAMILY OF OSSETT

INTRODUCTION

Longlands IndustridlradingEstate is situated at Flushdyk@ssetton the south side of thé& 638
Dewsbury and Wakefield Road. The Estate is a product ohithe0" centuryindudrialisation of
the area whickswept away much of the thriving Flushdyke community.

A former resident of Flushdyke, Douglas Brammer, has committed to paper his memories of the
community in which he grew up. His unique collection o$itlations of Flushdykes itoncewas,is
reproduced in higollection of drawinggrlushdyke: a victim of Progress: 1941960. The collection
can be viewed alittp://ossett.net/flushdyke sketches.htmbandprovidesa rare look back in time to
see Fluhdyke as it was as recently a3 ¥ears ago.

In those daysind before Flushdyke was home to many working class families going about their
business, earning a living and bringing up their children in a small community of ivedkiyo back
houses wiere everyone knew everyone. Almost.

There was however one significant exceptiorthis rule.A family called Haigh and a house called
[2y3flyRa (y2eyz Al asSSvyasx G2 KI NRf tonglayids2y S 2 A
House washe largest in Ossett,ownedand occupied for 10gearsors® @ h aa S i Qa8 NA OKSa
the Haighs of Longland#all.¢ KS f I ad 2F (KS [ 2Va@hmy y R@dglandzh KA RA
survived foranother 14 & S+ NB 2NJ a2 dzy At A (ophbtbgiaphR&Y 2t A A KSR
Longlands House appear to have survived and few people have memoreshafuse, standing in

its own grounds andidden from prying eyes dgrge walé and larger trees and bushes.

The research which follows seeks to discover thgeaofLonglands Hall and to recoiits history,
from its beginning to its end. It also records the history of the Haighs and others who lived there.

For centuries befor¢he industrialisation of Flushdykey (1 KS ™ dc n Qéinaie&lsy the NB I & | 2
majorthoroughfare which ran through it. This roagow known as the Wakefield and Dewsbury

Roadhad long been a major highway variously knowrThs StreetStreetside Ossett Street and

the Wakefield to Halifax Turnpike Road. As a consequence of its importanoeuctties grew up
Ff2y334ARS (GKS NRIFIR Y2ad 2F 6KAOK gSNB agSLIW | gl &
older and some believe that Streetside was once a Roman road though others believe it more likely

that the Roman route ran to the north alorsgnatural ridge which can still be seen. Either way there

is little dissent concerning the existence of a route here or hereabouts. Not far to the east, on land

now known as Silkwood Park, a brorage axe was found in 2000 by local historian Neeshby

TheSteetwasthe major hghway running from Catleford, Ponteflact and Wakefield, through
Os<tt, to Halifax, heading in the direction d Rorman Rilzhester in lancashire. It is geneally thought,
but not proven, to be a Roran ridgetop road, "TheKingsStreet"in the 1525 Manorial Suvey, but
mentioned arlier in 1337 (Srethaghs). It connected the manor adminstrative @ntres of Wakefield
and Halifix.*

! Medieval & Post Mdieval Landscape of Ossett Township. (Richard D Glover 2008 ISBN 978 09546439 2 8)
2


http://ossett.net/flushdyke_sketches.html

The importance of the area was reinforced by the Lord of the Manor of Wakefield winame than
700 yars agohe established a 1300 acre hunting park in the locality. This was kagtire New
Park,situated to tre northof the Wakefield to Halifax Turnpike RoadFlushdyke whicbnce
formed the southern boundary dhe Park.As such Flushdyk®ovideda prime location for the
Haighs toestablish their home anthanage their empire of business ingsits in farming, land
ownership and clothThe Map belowdates from1850 and shows Longlands Haild itsEstate
towards the end of thdife of theHaigh dynaty responsible for its creation
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1850 Map showing Longlands Hall Estate and acreage

The acreagéiguresabove argakenfrom the 1844 Rate Valuation anahcluding the 5 acre Clover
Longlandscomprisal about 24 AcresThe Wakefield & Dewsbury Road is shown as the northern
boundary of the Estate and, for reference purposes, Dale Street is shown to the west. The 1843
Ossett Tithe Award records similar acreages and also reveals that Greatettendonglands were
meadows and Clover Longlands was put down to pasture.

A larger section of the 1850 map is shown overleaf to reflect more of the Flushdyke area around
Longlands as it was in those days. The map also highlights (in) gee¢ief analmost log route,
named the'King'sHyrott" in 1583, or theHigh Road...would have been sad by dothiersfrom

Ossdt and the surroundingillages for tavelling to the cloth markett Lee fair at Woodkirkand the
growing cloth narket in Leeds. Manyfahe clothiers were livinglong this road which proably
originated at thefullingand com mills othe Calder and passetrom Horbury to what is now Low
Common skiing the New Park paig and contining through Gawthorpento Woodkirkand Leeds.

% Ibid
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1850 Map showing Longlands



