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Introduction

Ossett Spa Mill is situated on Spa Lane in South Ossett. The area in which the Mill is located is
known as Ossett Spa deriving its name from the Spa waters that are said to be common thereabouts.
For the purpose of this studiyhe Spa is thatreawhich is bordered on the north by Manor Road, on

the west by Sa Lane on the east by the Mibd on the south byhe Horbury/Ossett Parish

boundary. By way of contexthis researchalsoincludes the areadjacent to The Spa just beyond

Manor Road to the nolt andonce known, albeit brieflyas Little lrrogate and Montpelier Gardens

The extasion of the research of Spa Milb include the whole of Ossett Spall provide some
context for the history and development 8jpa Lane an@ssett Spa Malwhich is he main subject
of this study.The area referred to in what follows is shown in the following map from 1890
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Ossett Spa in Mps 177601933

There is an early map, Jefferies of abdd67/70, which shows avindmill and an enginein the

vicinity of Ossett Spa, though it would not have been known by this name in 1767. This map is shown
below but as the reader will note its scale leaves something to be desired in the context of detailed
research. Nevertheless the symbah the map are in the area of the Spa can be seen by the
Ossett/Horbury boundary stream running east to west just below the symblodsfatct that they

appear on the map indicate their importance at the time. They would be significant developments

and landmarks in the 18Century and there is merreference to thiater.
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Jefferies Map 1767/1770 showing Engine and Windmill in the area of Ossett Spa
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Maps of suitable scale to assist detailed research did not really emerge urililésn

2008 Richard Glover published his b@ok S R Aa8d@®bst Medievaldndscape of Ossett

¢ 2 ¢ y awkighlidcludes a map of Ossett showing key routes through the Township and
the southern section of this map, which indes the Sparaa,is shown ovdeaf.

The map shows the area of Ossett Spa in the south east corner of Ossett Township located
in an area once known &3ssett Lightand bordering Horbry Lights and Thornes. The
following extractsF N2 Y a NJ D ttell @oS¢tfiing of the exrfier biory of the locality
which will explain why it was probable that there was little development in the Spa area
much earlier than the 18century.

Ossett was just one of 57 townships in the Manor of Wakefield which stretched intermittently
from the Lancshire border in thevest to Normanton in the ea3the manoriakbystem had been
introduced into England by the AngiBaxors and wa well established ypNorman time. The
earliest known records of Ossett appear in the Norman commissioned Domesday Boék of 108
Thissurvey tellsus a considerable amount about the Issape andstates that there were 31/2
carucates of arable land in Gsett townshipwhich wa anything betveen 106 - 20% of the

total area This was estimated to be ploughedtivtwo teams of eigloxen and would probably

be worked in the immediate area of both Ossett and Gawthorpe and of the outlyisteadne
This can be seen on the mapm the fields adjacent to the centre of the settlesnent

The popudtion of the township in 1086 watatedasseven families4 villeinsand 3

bordars, making a total of 35 or more, but would also have a number of 'senaiihcluded irthe
survey, whowould work the lan@nd help manage theoodland. This was a small

community fosucha large areaof land, someof it being retained ®the lordwhich did not éed

the pasants.

The Domeday Bookalso tells us that the township of Osett had'half a leggue ofwoodland
pastureand as much broadpossiblyas little as 106 of the total aea, if we candke thke boundries
to bethe sameasin the 14thcentury. Therewere otler areas of trees, opses (hagys- coppce

with palingsto prevent aninal entry), with some tresleft as dandard andsmall woods such as
Owld Shaw and nany trees around the #ld edge left befoie they were cleared that did na@ppea
on the survey. Sowe @n see thegreat mgjority of woodland had been cleaedwell before 1086.
What vasleft was well ranaged.

The termwoodland @mgure refas to the ype d land nanagement tht combined th growing

of trees with the grazing of stock. The anirasfed on tre grassand plans, browsed the leaes ard
foragedfor acornsand beeh nus. The tiees vere dten polardedabove theanimal height. Nev
branches would replace the cut ones which allowed sunlight doan to the wabdland floorgiving rise
to the name'the Lights. Os<ett Lights with a total 254 acrg[4] (103 hectares) watypical d this
common land.

The commaners (villagers) were granted rights ofgsture for pgs and geneal rightsto collect
small wood for fuel fencirg and buildirgs. Ay mineral rights dayed with the lord of the @nor.
These customs went ack wel before the Norman Conquetand kged in Ossét Lights almost
entirely until afer the Enclosure Act of 180%cept for a numbe of small encleuresmade in the
17thand 18th enturies By 1709 The.ights had ten teants for houses and small areasof land and
onecolliery.



Medieval and Post Medieal Landscape of Ossett Tovlap (part). Richard Glover 2008



The earlist map showing The Spa in any desihe Manorof Wakefield Estatenap of aboutl 790

when the area was shown as a part of Os@dtmon. Thismap 6 St 2 60 aK2éa | Gw2dzy
the westof the area of thisstudy arld & { G S| Y 9y 3 AThe@dvy line2towdrés$he S & G @
bottom of the map is a streargwhich still exists in 2010) and this was also the boundary between

the administrative districts of Horbury and Ossett.
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To assist the reader in the interpretation of the map the top right hand cameiaggs Hill Road of
today (2010).Directly below is akge irregular rectangular enclosunénich was known (1813) as
Paupers ParkThis is shown as Field number 176 on the 1890 map and is situated to the south west
of the junction of Manor Road arf8pa Street. An early reference to Paupers Park is in the Ossett
Inclosure Orde1813 whenthe ownership of the parksin the name of the Overseers of the Poor of
Osset.



Immediately below Paupef®ark is a small enclosuincluding a buildingn thisresearch this

building is referred to ag/hinfield Houser Whinfield Placesituated todayto the west of Whinfield

Terrace. Théiouse may haveecome the home of Edward Dews sothef S Ay G KS S| NX & wm)
Dews one time grocenvas the builder of Whinfie Terrace, Dews Row (opposite The Fleece) and

he was the owner of Spa Mills from alidl865 until his death in 1890 when his sons Ezh an

Frederick took over théousiness. The Dews family also had intereststtier land on the Spa and

also inthe Fleee and The Spa publhouses but more of this later.

Directly to the east of Whinfield Housen the 1790map,is a small enclosure with two buildings one
of which is liket to be The Fleece though records do not show this to have hdsrer house in

1790 Adjacentand to the northof The Fleecds another building which is situated where Ginns
(Hope) Mill was to be locatesbme time laterTo the north of this is another enclosure again with a
building. This is immediately to the east of PaupPark andoday it 5 home to an old single storey
g2NJ] SNDRa O 2novi(RoACRonveked O K stabla.

The features described above still exist today (201) R 6 A (1 K 9 Yan$theRauidHousa A f f
they may have been the ongvidence of occupation heiia the 18" century.

A Steam Engines shown to the south east of Paupers Park and this would have been situated at
9YYSNBE2YQa aAiff oy2¢ 1y26y Fa {LINAYIFASER aiffvd
study.A second Steam Engine is showst jacross the Horbury boundaiheRound Housshown

in the 1790map above can also be seen in the 189 shown earlier. Reference to that map

shows a small round feature at where Field number 82 abuts Field number 86.

Medieval and Post Medieval Landpe of Ossett (Richard Glover 20@®scribes this Round House
as follows;

GThis would have been a stone or bridkuture....... and wouldprobably have beerbuilt in the
early 18" Century. This mill was called a round house and the field name Whynngyginn
(windmill engine) in the 1843 Tithe Award (By this time the mill was not in use)The mill would
possibly have been used for pumping water for the colliery of William Naylor, mergwin the
1709 Wakefield Minor book. The name remains today as (nbgj Whinfield Terrac® €

b2 A0KAGEFYRAY3I  1L2aaArAotS ftGSNYIFGABS YSIyAy3 2
Cyclopedia 1821 1843 Tithe Award referred oy’ w A O K Is bidekabde thaugasIde field

YIYS G2Keyy Deyé He adladest NE:Tithd Awartl iap is ack réptoluced in

this research but the three fields with this description are shown on the 1890 map as fields 86, 64

and 63. hese fieldsnclude or are adjacento, the Round lduse feature shown in the map.

Researclin 2010suggests that the Round House could have besinucture built to drive a pump

to drain water from coal seams beloW so it is likéy that it was associated with!  O2f A SNE 2y |
Comon( called Lights in Osdarmed by Joseph Naylor p(er) Leaader the yearly rent of 10sls

mentioned in the 1709 Manor BooRirectly to the east of the RodnHouse site are 3 fids called

Drain @ose in the 1843 Tithe Award. Thisareatidk S y I YS ahaaSad /2YY2y 5NI
Inclosure Order. These namgsggesthat ,if there was a small colliery herénen it would have

required pumping mechanisms to remove water.



The rext map to show the Spa areatise Ossett Inclosure Act of 1807 and the consequent Inclosure
Order(and ma) of 1813 The Act was sponsored by most of the major landowne@ssett with
the objective of replacinthe strip farming of lanavith enclosed fields (enclosures) which were a
more economi@nd efficientmethod of farming. The outcome was a major shalp of land
ownership in Ossett with those with land gjeg more and the Order signalled the eafistrip
farming and the use afommonlandfor grazing and croppingy those who were less well off. The
Act and Order had particular effect on South Osfmtthere was much common land hergéhus the
descriptions of areas in South Ossett such@s Commorfbroadly the land bounded by South
Parade, Manor Road and Teall Stre€¥sett Middle Commdrbroadly Park Square/ Giggal Hill
area) and adjacent areakenoted by the description Commonside and Common End. Hodewvas
known as Ossett Commas shown in the earlier 17%akefield Manor Estate map.

The 1813 Order detailed land ownershipgluding land allotted in the Inclosure Ordand also
describal the width and names of roadsd the responsibilities attaching to land owners in terms of
maintenance of fencing, hedging, stregmells and so on. In so far as The Spa is concerned Spa
Lane at that time was known as Emmerdditi Road (because the rdgrovided access to

9 YY S NA 2 ¢row Spangfieltl Mi)l Spa Street is called Horbury Rqadmetimes Ossett and
Horbury Roadand Manor RoadBaptist Lane is recorded as Wakefield Bridle R@dse map of the
Order is large and the original copy candifficult to read but a copy of the relevant partstbé

map is reproduced overleaf . Land allotments and sizes (in ARoegisPerches) are shown in the
maps.

Ly SEFYAYIGA2Y 2F GKS &Y |thakir1818 yohntakdPDavid Fidrfesd dzNB  h N
owned much of the land to the east of Spa Street includmighEmmersof Mill (now Springfield

Mill). He also ownedand up toand including land angremises where the The Fleece public house

now stands. Ajacent to this stands DavidrinersorQ2 @wnership where Ginns Mill stood. In the

1890mapthis Mill was known as Hope MilLater in this study there is more about The Fleece and

Ginm & . @thet dwnerships on this side 8pa Street include Mark Scott who waadescendant of

the Scotts of Scottsard on Giggle Hikind the Wilby family who were also of Giggle Hill and Low

Common.

The 1813 Inclosure Order map also shows Pas{frark (dark shadednd land ownerships in the
name of William Naylor includirignd opposite The Fleece where Whinfifldrrace now stands.

Naylor also has ownerships to the south of Spa Lane (Emmerson Mill Road on thé rappgars

that William Craven owned the land on which (one of) the Spa baths was built and he also owned
the land where Spa Millvas to be builtsome time laterCraven and Naylor owned ntasf the rest

of the landon the southsideof Emmerson Mill Road3pa Langexcept for a small strip owned by
Reverend MinisteMatthew Dixonand by John Burdek&nd othersat the end of Spa Lane before it
turned right and headed north towards Manor Road. The Burdekins of courselbveetitknown in
Ossett and eve200 years ago they were basket makdrs.the west of Burdekins are two very
narrow strips of land one of which was allotted to Timothy Lebgsquently named Timothy Lee
Croft) and the other to Andrew Pilkington. There is more about the Timothy Lee holding later in this
study.

10



Ossett Inclosure Order 1818Map(part) showing Ossett Sp&treet

t | dzLJS NR Qt (ddk shadadptihi ®psof'the map at the south west of the junction

between Horbury Road (now Spa Street) and Wakefield Bridle Road (Manor Road). Emmerson Mill is
shown at bottom right opposite Emmerson Mill Roaw Spa Lane)The Fleece stands near the
YIEYS a5F@AR 9YYSNE2YE 2y GKS YI Lo
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Ossett Inclosure Order 1813 Map (part) showing Spa Lane ownerships
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1850 beforethe first Ordnance Survey map is prepared and publisfiéd is shown overleaf. It is however

worth taking stock of how things were in the Spa area around 1800. The major feature at that time was
9YYSNE2Y Qa aAf f techndldgy of theidayQakiigihdvshiage HRHe Sater flow from Spring

Beck (or Lights Becldnd elsewhere.Mining was apparent with the Round House windmill pumpidgsett

Common Draitwater from undergroundcoalseams. Evidence elsewhere suggests 8 waters were

beginning to emerge as an attraction to the area kegidential accommodation was limitéd a few houses

mainly around Springnd and Spa Lan€here were goodransport routes east andiest via the important

WakefieldBridle Road(Manor Road/Baptist Laneggnd south to Horbury ashnorth alongthe High RoadTeal

Town Roadjo Leeds at Lights Bridge (Haggs Hill Road) OK I NRa DR BSARNE +yR t2ad aSRA
[ FYR&aOF LIS 27T imakeés Sdrd reférehde yodhikse hid other tradeites and the importance of

the crossing of the Lights Beck (ie Spring Beckighits Bridgey(2 ¢ G KS | 3348 1 Aff w2l Rk¢Slh

12



1850 Ordnance Survey map showing the Ossett Low Common, The Spa and Spring End

The 18® map reflects signs of emerging development in the first 50 years of fﬂedﬂlury. Ginns Mill is
shown to the north of The Fleece Inn aBdsett Spis recordedfor the first time,on the north side of
Emmerson Mill Road which now carries the name ISpee. Other buildings can be seen on that the eastern
end of Spa Lanbéut they are not named in the magt is likely these are dweliingsid some mapave been
assaiated with the local spa baths which are established by 183uilding is also shawat the western end

of Spa Lane butire is no gidence of Spa MillEmmersons Mill is known as Spring End afitl t has a
chimney. Wells & recorded opposite the Fleeca the land which is now Whinfield Terrace and another Well
is recorded at SprinEnd. Housing still appears to be sparse and is concentrated at Springd&Sga Lane
withonly2 KAy FA St R | 2 dza SotlagéRpedrikKgBlsewharélJ\ Bulid@iis showto the north of
Baptist Lane which maylibe Baptist Church.
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1890 Ordnarce Survey Map Haggs Hil! to Spring End including Lgv Common |
2 A :

s
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By 1890the Industrial Revolution is aking itsmark on Ossett Spa. There are now three
mills and a dyeworké&Springfield Dyehouse south of Spa MdRing advantage of
technology andhe wate supply from local springs and the Spring or Lights Beck which
flows through the areaEmmerson Milbecame Spring End Mill by 1850 and is now known
as Spring Field Mills. It retains that name in 2@&ihns Mill has becomidope Mill (Mungo)
Others havealsotaken advantage of théocalwaters butthe proposals to create a New
Harrogate, Cheltenham or Montpelier Gardens have been and gone. Ho®Bpuadiouse
6SIHad 27F GKS oxmdiBpgehadheatd) KnitheYSpa Batlis remain and there
areotheNJ NEBYAYRSNER 2F ¢KI G YAIKIG KIFIFS 0SSy KIFR
Townbeen successful. There is more of this elsewhere in this sfGtiglybeatewaters, also
known as ferruginous waters, are mineral spring waters containing salts of iron]

The success of the Mills encouraged owners to provide accommodation for their workers.
Dews Row (named after Edwabetws who built it was opposite th Fleece Public House

and to the westhe rather grander Whinfield Terrace. This was also built by Spawhkr,
Edward Dews, who could look out from his home at Whinfield House and proudly survey his
work. Whinfield Terrace displays characteristics and ownership or tenancy by the more
gentile members of society compared with those who lived at Dews Row anteBg. One
supposes that Edward Dews may have had an eye to the New Harrogatespl® a short
distance awaylNot at all bad for a Horbury born spinner turned grocer turned Mill, land and
property owner.

Further south at the junction of Spa Street &yda Lane wermore houses built on both sides of

Spa Lane. Of course with the quality of the water supply being what it was there was little need for
the usual alcoholic alternative but nevertheless the Spa Inn was constr(aftedt 1866)o provide
someopposition to the long establisheahd much oldeFleece Further south at Spring End the

1890 map appears to show little change to thelesrl850 map.

The main focus of this study Ossett Spa Mills buli¢re is no sign of thMlills in the 1850 maprad

it seemdikely that the Mill shortly afterwardsCertainly in 185&dward Dews was getting up to

mischief on Westgate Common in Wakefield where, in 1861, he was a grocer but there is evidence of
him at Ossett Spa shortly thereafter. The 1890 map shamwsstablishedVoollen Mill layout with

frontage to Spa Lanerhe Mill has its own reservoir at the south east point and there is another
reservoir jus over the Horbury boundary perhaps supplying the Dye House. There are other

buildings between Spa Midind Spa Street/Spring End Road.

Other evilence suggests that much of tikeangein the landscapéSpa Mill, Whinfield Terradeews
Rowand probably the Spa Lane housing atite Spa Inn itselfwereprobablycongructed between
the mid1851 @iy T n Qthat HdwaRl Bws had a handor an involvementin the first threeof
these changeslhere are two othefeatures worthy of note. The Sewage Works and FilestsBo
the east of Spa Lane and the Baptist Chapel and SpalSofibe north of Baptist Lanedtome
established features in the landscape.

2SS gAff LIAO] GKAA dzZLJ F3AFAY fFGSNI odzi F2NJ y2g (KS
reproduced overleaf.
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1933 OS Map showing Ossett Spa and Spring End
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The map shows develoent since 1890Che Mill footprint at Hope Mill(Mungo) remains

much the same as it was in 1890 whereas the older Spring Field Mill (Mungo) now has
several extensiong&ach Mil has its own reservoto provide water in times of doght and
perhaps to regulate the SgyiBeck flow which must have been under pressure as the work of
the Mills increased. Spring Field Dyehouse and the nearby reservoir are no longer shown.
The Municipal Sewage Works and Filter Beds have undergone sagriidgpansion anithe

works now extend onto land to the ealsSpring Field Mill and further south towards Elba
Terrace (built since 1890)

Ossett Spa Mill buildings appear to have largely survitiedgh their use is unknown. A
new long narrow buildinpas appeared fronting on to Spa Lafiee reservoir remains but
there have been other building changes within the site

The housing at the eastern end of Spa Lane remains as d&athmn at the junction of Spa

Lane and Spa Stredthe Spa Inn licencexpired in 1937Further industrial development has
takenplace just to the north of Spahe where a Fellmonge¢lingworths) has been
establishedronting on to Spa StreeSpa House and the Baths appear to have been

demolished perhaps by lllingworths accommodate their Fellmongery busin&ssther

along Spa Lane, on the gbwside, a building is now shown which appears to be the house
which stands there tod€2010). A further building is showin the position of the plot

known as Timothy Lee Crofat the very end of Spa Lane befortuitns north and heads

towards Manor Road. Further development has also taken place between the Fellmongers and
Whinfield Terrace and whilst this appears to be housing it may be smaller commercial units.

A house habveen built on Spa Street toward the junction with Manor Road and Whinfield
House appears to have besttended or perhapkvided into 3 unitsAt Spring End little has
changed with the exception of the building of Elba Terrace and building work within the
curtilage, to the northeast of, Spring End Cottage.

And so to today (2010). Only Spring Field Mill has survived of all the Mills and even then
little of the original buildings can be seen today.. Hope Mil gone all together and scant
evidence remainsf Ossett Spa MillSpring Field Dyehouse had been demolished before
1933.

The housing on Spa Lane (east)eand the Spa Inn wedkemolished n t he 19S5 00s/ 1¢
their lack of conveniences became less acceptable to occupants and the local aatiritie

as newer housing wasuilt on Manor Road and further north. Dews Row has also gone and

newer industrial units have taken the place of older units, including the fellmo8pgars.

House on Spa Lane, the home of the Goldsmiths and Rileys for so ltreyasaintained

the baths, has been demolished by 198me housing has been built along Spa Street.

But not all has gone. Whinfield Terrace rengmand three features of the 178@0dscape still

remain. Whinfield Hous&hough it may be a different bding), The FIl eece, t he
cottage to the south of Baptist Lafiéne ChalybeateSpaWell has alssurvived all thatan

bethrown at it
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The History of some landmarks at and near Ossett Spa

Little Ha rrogate

Goring House, Ossett Common, once the home of Ossett author Stan Barstow, is virtually all that remains of an
ambitious project at the end of the 19th century to develop part of Ossett Common as the "New Montpellier
Pleasure Gardens", likened td_étle Harrogate by Batley Carr entrepreneur and former drugget

manufacturer, Mathew Wharton. Goring House was built by an associate of Wharton's, John Tennant, a
Dewsbury property developer and auctioneer who committed suicide in one of the bedroomsing Glmuse

in April 1888 after he also encountered severe financial difficulties.

Above:Goring House, once the home of Ossett novelist Stan Barstovaso previously owned by John
Tennant, Joe Bentley and Alfred Kilbank. For a while it was converted into two flats.

Little Harrogate

The little Harrogate scheme, to which Goring House stands a single memorial seems first to have been mooted
in 1879. InNJanuary that year, theOssett Observéreported:

"It was informed on reliable authority that the first section of a project for transforming Ossett Spa into a
second Harrogate, as a summer residence for visitors, is to be immediately carried ouad alréddly been
purchased, several acres in extent, and the services of an experienced architect engaged to lay out the same
into sites for residences, boarding houses and other buildings of a public character. The
whole of the streets are to be plantedtiwtrees in the continental style."

| New Montpellier Pleasure Grounds

" The lime trees, which still form avenues in Goring Park Avenue and the adjoining streets
were planted in 1864, but advertising of the sites for villa residenttebé purchased

over aperiod of six years on a quarterly installment glarems to have had no takers

and only Goring House stands as a reminder of the ambitious scheme to develop this
part of Ossett.

| In 1884, part of the Spa estate land was taken over by a Batley Carr mamafa
Mathew Wharton, with the aim of developing it as the New Montpelier Pleasure
Grounds with extensive gardens, a boating lake, ridessandsements.
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